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Montana’s electric co-ops

– by the #’s

•25

•56

•400,000

•1/6

•2.5 x 



Power Sources

• 25 to 95 percent



Other Renewables

• 1st Landfill 

gas power 

plant

• 2nd landfill gas –

Possible –



Other renewables

• 20 % x 2010 
– Basin Electric Co-op

• 100 % purchase, offer 

or use RECs.

• Customer-owned gen.
- Expansion/streamlining



Challenges….



Transmission

• Capacity shortages

• Cost shifting

• Environmental



Cost….



Electric Co-ops’ Profile



Cost….

• 300 to 400 %  above current supply

• 100 to 200% above market



Deal builders on renewables

for co-ops….



Deal builders

• Financing 

• Firm power -

• Need 

• Flexibility

• Shared output

• Power line capacity


